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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/22/06 
has been entered. 

2. Claims 12-17, 24 and 25 have been canceled. Claims 1-1 1 and 18-23 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hermann et al. (US 6,633,757). 
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5. As to claim 1 , Hermann discloses the invention as claimed, including a method of 
discovering local devices or services (col. 1 , lines 5-1 1 , "determine whether some other 
device which provides a certain service is adjacency of the first device") comprising: 

associating at least one unique identifier with at least one location (fig. 6; col. 14, 
lines 3-15), said at least one unique identifier including a first unique identifier (fig. 6; 
col. 14, lines 3-15, "the identifier might either be a device ID of the service-providing 
device, a set of beacon IDs or in case of a composite service at least the respective ID 
of the endpoint of the service-chain"); 

associating one or more devices including a first device (a service-providing 
device) with said first unique identifier based upon said first unique identifier acquired by 
said first device at a location associated with said first unique identifier (col. 4, lines 53- 
64); 

providing an indication of a plurality of devices and services that are associated 
with said first unique identifier (col. 4, lines 53-64, "information services and associated 
identifier, and a list of identifiers about service-providing devices"), such that a second 
device (service-consuming device, fig. 1; col. 14, lines 55-63) associated with said first 
unique identifier is made aware of other devices including said first device that are 
available for use and are associated with said first unique identifier (col. 4, lines 53-64, 
"a service offered by a service-providing device which is within the same wireless local 
network"; col. 6, lines 35-51; col. 7, lines 28-61; col. 9, lines 7-31). 



6. As to claim 2, Hermann discloses wherein associating said one or more devices 
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comprise associating multiple devices with said at least one unique identifier (fig. 6; col. 
14, lines 3-15, "the identifier might either be a device ID of the service-providing device, 
a set of beacon IDs or in case of a composite service at least the respective ID of the 
endpoint of the service-chain"). 

7. As to claim 3, Hermann discloses said associating multiple devices with said at 
least one unique identifier comprises associating multiple different devices with said at 
least one unique identifier (fig. 6; col. 14, lines 3-15, "the identifier might either be a 
device ID of the service-providing device, a set of beacon IDs or in case of a composite 
service at least the respective ID of the endpoint of the service-chain"). 

8. As to claim 6, Hermann discloses wherein said acts of receiving and replying are 
accomplished via the Internet (col. 3, lines 1-52, "Internet"). 

9. Claims 9-1 1 and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Liming (US 2002/0055924). 

10. As to claim 9, Liming discloses the invention as claimed, including associating 
multiple unique identifiers including a first unique location with multiple related locations, 
each related location having a unique identifier (figs. 4-9,12-13); 

receiving a report that a first client device has acquired a first unique identifier 
corresponding to particular location, the first client device being located at the particular 
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location (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127); 

associating one or more devices including a second device with one or more of 
the unique identifiers based on reports received from said one or more devices 
regarding acquisition of said one or more of the unique identifiers, the second device 
being accessible from the particular location that corresponds to the first unique 
identifier (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125- 
0127); 

receiving a message from the first client device that contains a unique identifier 
of one or more of the locations including the first unique identifier (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 
2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127); 

ascertaining from said unique identifier any devices that are associated with a 
location that corresponds to said unique identifier (page 6, 0075, 0078; page 10, 0123- 
0124); and 

replying to said first client device with a list of available devices including the 
second device for the location, wherein said available devices on the list reported 
acquisition of said unique identifier (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082- 
0084; page 10, 0125-0127; page 13, 0158). 

11. As to claim 10, Liming discloses wherein said acts of receiving and replying 
are accomplished via a network (202, fig. 1 ). 



12. As to claim 1 1 , Liming discloses wherein said acts of receiving and replying 
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13. As to claim 18, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 9 above. 
In addition, Liming discloses a method of discovering local devices comprising: 

acquiring a unique identifier that is associated with a location for which 
corresponding devices including a first device and a second device are desired to be 
discovered (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125- 
0127); 

sending a message from the first device containing the unique identifier over a 
network and to an entity from which the devices can be discovered (figs. 4-9, 12-13; 
page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127); 

receiving a reply from the entity, the reply containing for the location including 
the second device, wherein the devices acquired the unique identifier at the location 
and reported acquisition of the unique identifier to the entity (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 
0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127; page 13, 0158). 

14. As to claim 19, Liming discloses wherein said acquiring comprises receiving 
manually entered data comprising the unique identifier (page 5, 0066, "from automatic 
to manual"). 

1 5. As to claim 20, Liming discloses wherein said acquiring comprises 
automatically entered data comprising the unique identifier (page 5, 0066, "default 



Application/Control Number: 09/967,052 
Art Unit: 2154 

automatic mode"). 



Page 7 



16. As to claim 21 , Liming discloses wherein said acts of sending and receiving 
comprises doing so via the Internet (202, fig. 1). 

17. As to claim 22, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 18 above. In 
addition, Liming discloses one or more computer-readable media having computer- 
readable instructions thereon which, when executed by one or more processors (page 
10,0125; page 14, 0172). 

18. As to claim 23, Liming discloses a client device embodying the one or more 
computer-readable media (page 10, 0125; page 14, 0172). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 4, 5 ( 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hermann et al. (US 6,633,757), in view of Parupudi et al. (US 2002/0122055). 



21 . As to claim 4, Hermann discloses wherein said providing comprises: 
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receiving a message containing at least one unique identifier (fig. 7; col. 7, lines 
28-34; col. 13, lines 10-19; col. 15, lines 10-27); 

ascertaining said one or more devices or services based upon said at least one 
unique identifier (col. 1 1 , lines 63-67); and 

sending a message with a list of available devices or services for a location 
corresponding to said at least one unique identifier (fig. 7; col. 7, lines 28-34; col. 13, 
lines 10-19; col. 15, lines 10-27). 

22. Hermann does not specifically disclose replying to a sender of the message. 
Parupudi discloses replying to a sender of the message (figs. 9, 14; page 12, 0126, 
"step 906 then supplies the applications with at least some information that pertains to 
the current device location"; page 15, 0152-0154). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time of the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Hermann and Parupudi because Parupudi's replying to the sender of the message 
would allow the server to respond to message that the sender looks for any 

services that are associated with the unique identifier of the device's current location 
(Parupudi, page 15, 0154). 

23. As to claim 5, Hermann discloses wherein said acts of receiving and replying are 
accomplished via a network (col. 3, lines 1-52, "network"). 



24. 



As to claim 7, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 above. In 
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addition, Hermann discloses one or more computer-readable media having computer- 
readable instructions thereon which, when executed by one or more processors (col. 
17, claim 38); 

receiving a message containing at least one unique identifier (fig. 7; col. 7, lines 
28-34; col. 13, lines 10-19; col. 15, lines 10-27); 

ascertaining said one or more devices or services based upon said at least one 
unique identifier (col. 1 1 , lines 63-67); and 

sending a message with a list of available devices or services for a location 
corresponding to said at least one unique identifier (fig. 7; col. 7, lines 28-34; col. 13, 
lines 10-19; col. 15, lines 10-27). 

25. Hermann does not specifically disclose replying to a sender of the message. 
Parupudi discloses replying to a sender of the message (figs. 9, 14; page 12, 0126, 
"step 906 then supplies the applications with at least some information that pertains to 
the current device location"; page 15, 0152-01 54). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time of the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Hermann and Parupudi because Parupudi's replying to the sender of the message 
would allow the server to respond to message that the sender looks for any 
services that are associated with the unique identifier of the device's current location 
(Parupudi, page 15, 0154). 



26. As to claim 8, Hermann discloses a server embodying the one or more computer- 
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readable media (col. 17, claim 38). 



Conclusion 

27. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 and 18-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3960. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jungwon Chang 
Primary Examiner 
August 7, 2006 



